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Project description

Protect forests by promoting their ‘
conservation and the provision of | . ,

the environmental services they
provide to society in the region T\
M

located between La Amistad
International Park (PILA), the
Bosque de las Madres biological
corridor, and the Talamanca
Caribe Biological Corridor, with
the coastal zone, in the area that

/

Simbologia

involves the Hitoy Cerere ;
Biological Reserve, the Gandoca ,Sf/‘“‘“ gt 9
Manzanillo Wildlife Refuge and o= l —idis ]

Recurso Hidrico

Cahuita National Park, which
includes the participation of the Indigenous Territories: Talamanca Bribri, Talamanca
Cabécar, Talamanca Kekoldi, and Tainy.

The project seeks to recognize the Payment for Environmental Services (PES) of farm
owners with forest areas. Financial recognition is provided to forest owners or possessors.
It is estimated that the contributions received will provide financial resources that will
contribute to improving the socioeconomic situation of families.

Talamanca is the second largest canton in the country. Its unique biogeographic
characteristics provide a suitable habitat for more than 500 reported bird species (half of
the species reported for the entire country), 91 mammal species, 70 amphibian species, 113
reptile species, 448 diurnal butterfly species, and 1,631 nocturnal butterflies. Regarding
plants, approximately 2,260 species (woody, palm, epiphytic) have been recorded in the
lower part of Talamanca; a quarter of the plant species reported for the entire country
(Sanchez, 2015).

The project's goal is to include at least 5,000 hectares under the forest protection scheme
for payment of the base amount plus the biodiversity and water resource bonus under the
PES contract.
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What is the donation amount?

There are no specific amounts for contributions or donations, but as a reference, the
recognition of Environmental Services for each hectare of forest over a period of 5 years is
approximately equivalent to $ 410 (This amount may vary depending on the exchange rate
from dollars to colones, it includes payment for the base environmental service plus a 10%
administrative fee) for administrative expenses that include the establishment of the PES
contract with the owner, the management of annual payments to the owner during the
contract period, preparation of reports, monitoring by the Control and Monitoring and the
Proposals Department for compliance with commitments.

Potential benefits for the donor in supporting the project

A certificate is delivered that describes the donation made and a report on the second
growth forest areas under financing and the impacts produced. In addition, the donor may
visit the areas under financing, after coordination with Fonafifo staff.

The larger the donation, the greater the impact of hectares that
can be covered with the PES.

Besides:

1. According to Law No. 7092, article 8, subsection g, duly
verified donations that have been delivered, during the
respective tax period to the State, are deductible from
gross income.

2. The donation can be presented as an Environmental
Contribution in contracting processes carried out by the
public sector, or in compliance with some requirements of the
ICT Tourism Sustainability Certificate.

However, the financial contribution does not provide any right over the ownership of the
property where the PES is applied..

What guarantees does supporting the Fonafifo PES Program give me?

1. Legality: The PES Program works within a well-established legal framework and
applies clear procedures published by resolution.

2. Transparency: The PES Program is supervised by public institutions responsible for
verifying compliance with legislation and adequate technical and financial
management.

3. Knowledge: Fonafifo has more than 20 years of technical experience, which is
internationally recognized.
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4. Track record: Both Fonafifo and the organizations that participate in the
conservation of the species (Monteverde Institute and Monteverde Conservation
League), have a highly recognized national and international track record in
conservation and development actions.

5. Control activities on the contracted areas: through the presence of staff from the
Office of Fonafifo, in addition to technological tools, such as the use of drones in
field visits and verifications through a continuous service of high-quality satellite
images.

In 2012, the Tropical Agricultural Research and Teaching Center (Catie) awarded Fonafifo the
Medal of Merit in the Sustainable Management of Natural Resources and the Environment,
for its career and leadership of the successful Payment for Environmental Services Program,
recognized at a national and international level with prestigious recognitions such as the
Global Climate Action award in 2020 by the United Nations, the Earthshot award in 2021, in
the Nature Protection and Restoration category, awarded by the Real del Duque Foundation
and the Duchess of Cambridge and more recently the Global Excellence award, given by the
government of the United Arab Emirates.

What does my support for the project represent at a local, national and international
level?

At the national level, support is provided to Costa Rica's Payment for
Environmental Services (PES) Program, created in 1996 by Forestry
Law 7575. This is a financial mechanism that recognizes the
owners and possessors of private lands with forests or forest
plantations. The PSA program has helped slow deforestation
and promotes increased forest cover.

Furthermore, Fonafifo's PES Program has a
significant social focus, as it is specifically
y targeted at smallholder farms and in areas with
low social development, especially in terms of
» | gender. Its policies and procedures favor
women landowners. Finally, it represents a benefit for present and future generations, as a
program also dedicated to protecting and improving the country's forest cover.

In 2021, Costa Rica received the prestigious Earthshot Prize, designed to incentivize change
and protect our planet. This award was granted by the Royal Foundation of the United
Kingdom, as a result of recognition of the Costa Rican conservation model, which has made
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it possible to safeguard a large part of the biodiversity in Protected Wilderness Areas, as
well as Fonafifo's Payment for Environmental Services program.

Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) are supported in the face of the commitments
established in the Paris Agreement related to increasing and retaining carbon in the
ecosystem and support for the fulfillment of national commitments related to the
Convention on Biological Diversity, related to the recovery and maintenance of ecosystems
and species.

At the international level, at least the following sustainable development goals are
supported:

FIN SALUD TRABAJO DECENTE 1 ACCION

DELAPOBREZA YBIENESTAR Y CRECIMIENTO
ECONOMICO

PORELCLIMA

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, are 17 goals
adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect
the planet and ensure that, by 2030, all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

For more information about the project, contact:
Tel: (506) 2545-3535

Proposal Development Department propuestas@fonafifo.go.cr

Marketing Department mercadeo @fonafifo.go.cr
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